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Funeral Sermon 
ase an zen seien ice wm 


Mr. Richard Wells 


2 TIM. iv. 7, 8. 
I have fought a good Fight, I have fiſhed 
my 277 I 155 los the Faith ; - 4 
forth there is laid up for me a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous 
Judg ſhall give me at that day, and not to me 
only, but unto all them alſo that love his 


appearing. 


HESE Words being recommended 
do. me by the Relict of the Perſon 
deceasꝰd, as a Subject proper upon 
this melancholy occaſion; I ſhall en- 


deavour to make What Improvement of em I 


A 2 can, 


4 4 Funeral Sermon 
| can, in order (if it pleaſe God) the livi 
may be inſtructed; or that we may have ſuch 
| good Impreſſions made upon our Minds, as 
to teach us to be wiſe, and remember our latter 
end; to make the ſame Proviſion St. Paul had 
done in our Text, namely, of a Crown of 
Rightęouſneſs and Immörtalit ). 

Thar F may ſet the Meaning of em in as 
clear light as I can, and ſhew you how juſtly 
they are applicable to bur preſent occaſion ; 

' it will be neceſſary I ſhould give you ſome 
account cf itheir Connexion, and the particu- 
lar Reafon of their Inſertion in ths Epiſtle. 

The Apoltle (we. may aſſure our ſelves) 
was as far from boaſting of himſelf as any | 
one; yea he ſeems. particularly careful to 


— 


avoid entering into his own Character u F 
4 on this account, leſt he ſhould be thought | 
| guilty of Oſtentation: and when the Corin- 
| thians laid him under a. ſort. of neceſſity to 

do it, he enters upon it with reluctance, 
uſing ſo handſom an Apology, - with ſuch a 
| good Deſign, as might thew em how far a 
3 man might juſtify himſelf, and yet be 
| free from Pride and vain Glory, or from 


aſſuming an unlawful Dominion over his 
fellow Creatures; and that things ſpiritual, | 
even extraordinary Gifts, did not give? em a 
| Tight to be Lords over their Faith, but helpers of © 
their Joy. Now as St. Paul was careful that no 
| Offence might be given to the weak, or the 
| moſt indigent of the faithful, ſo he was as 
9k S A diligent 


A 9 Bice Well 


© diligent in imbracing every 

propagate the Goſpel, anda — Saad 
h ad receivd the Truth in the love of 

it. And as he:was himſelf expos'd to Trou- 

ble and Perſecution more particularly and 

'eminently, ſo he took care "gy his Bonds 

ſhould be no Offence to thoſe Whoſe Inbh- 

nations were towards the Doctrine of God 
our Saviour. 

This he eſpecially takes care of in all his 

Epiſtles; and in the Hiſtory of his Examina- 

tion before Feſtas, when he had almoſt. per- 

ſwaded King Agrippa to be a Chriſtian, he 

| wiſhes _ 1 — 5 was, 4. e. ſo perſwa- 

ded of t me ion, except a 

be) that I would: not have 2 239 

; ande, Acts 26. 29. 

When he wrote this Epiſtle to Timothy, He 4 
Was in the ſame : Circumſtance, 'a Priſoner at 
Nome, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, and indeed 

| ready to be offer'd up, being then about to 
— his ſecond Appearance before Nero, 
Which prov'd his laſt, ſoon Aftet' finffhing his 
Courſe. 

The Senſe of theſe: Thins, and that he 

, muſt quickly depart, might make him the 

| more earneſt to improve his time, in do re 


all the good in the world he could ; 

ſince he had a particular and perſonal Af⸗- 
fection and 'Friendſhip to Timothy, he took 
the opportunity to be very lait And diſtinct 
with him, knowing the many N 
| * 
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be would meet with, and the weakneſs, of 


| humane nature to reſiſt. .I NASN 
| For this Reaſon he leaves this Epiſtle with 
.him, as the laſt and moſt mature Advice a 
; — Father would give his Child; re- 
commending to him ſuch a Courſe, and ſuch 
Meaſures, as he knew by Experience would 
produce good Effects. | 3 
Thus St. Paul exhorts him, to hold faſt the 
orm of ſound Words, which he had deliver'd 
| to him in Faith and Love; ſo to behave 
himſelf upon all accounts, that the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity might have no occaſion to 
blaſpheme; and alſo to fortify himſelf againſt 
the hereſies of thoſe, who deſign'd only to 
make 4 gain of goalineſs. _ 
Moreover, if after St. Paul's Death any 
1 : ſhould be ſo ungrateful or malicious, as to 
| detract from his Character, his Doctrine and 
Manner of Life, the Deſign he had in view, 
and the Sufferings he underwent upon this 
| account; he left Timothy a living Witneſs to 
| the contrary, who had been thrqughly ac- 
quainted with theſe things. * ö 
Again, he charges him in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, as he would anſwer it before God and 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judg the 
| Quick and the Dead at his appearing and his Ring- 
dom, to preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon 
And out of Seaſon, to rebuke and exhort with all 
Patience, and good Reaſon, or with Long-ſuffer- 
irg and Doctrine. And the Reaſon of this is, 
| | | becauſe | 


| 


* 


— ———— — — — ——ð 
— — — — 


* ah nA Ao PP hos fee 


on Ms Richard Wells. 


* 
becauſe he foreſa that the Tine would come 
when Men would not endure ſound Doctrine; i. e. 
they would be apt to degenerate from the 
Truth, to turn from the Simplicity of the 
Goſpel, to Idolatry and Superſtition : there- 


fore (as if he ſhould fay) be thou bold as a 
Lion, and do the Work of an Evangeliſt, to 
which thou art call'd; give full Proof of 
thy Miniſtr as — ſubſtantial, and not 
to be baffled by Oppoſition either from Earth 
Or Hell. 21. 4 Art Fi 1 89 5 

The Argument he makes uſe of to encou- 
rage him to do the utmoſt he could in this ſo 
good a Work, is expreſt in the words before 
my Text, I am nom ready to be offer d up, and 
the time of my Departure is at hand, I am 
now (as if he had faid) ready to ſeal the 
Doctrine of God my Saviour with my Blood, 
to ſuffer Martyrdom for the ſake of the Goſ- 
pel ; and in this reſpe& am ready to follow 
the Example of my Lord and Maſter, to 
whoſe Death J have deſir'd to be conform'd, 
who died upon the Croſs. And thus am 
I to be offer'd up, tho not as a Sacrifice 
expiatory, yet as an Example to others; 
therefore let this incite thee, as I am now 
about to leave the World, faithfully to diſ- 
charge the Work of an Evangeliſt; for 
tho I am ready to be offer'd up, yet in 
this I can triumph, that I have kept the 


Faith. This is a particular Pleaſure and Sa- 
tisfaction to my Mind, that in keeping he 
57480 FPaith, 


) to go on, 


1 I Heal i 


Pelch, 1 th 
2 Claim to che promis d Rewards. 

this Eneontage thee” (my Son Tin 
that thou alſo mayſt this tr.. 
wnphantly ffuiſb thy Courſe, in approving thy 
4 a that nteds not be overs, 3 
Boviding the Mori «th Trost. 

Thus having given you an Acebunt of the 
Contiexior! of ſs words,” I proceed more 
particularly to conſider them; in WH we 
have ſeveral | things « obſervable. 


1 The Nature of a Chriſtian's Life, 2 it 
ahppear'd in the firſt Ages of Chrifti- 
*anity, #nt as in reality it is at this 
time; expreſt in theſe words, 7 havk 
fort a gyvd Pight, Ke. ane G 


1. The particular Care and Circutriſpe. 
Cition which ſhould attend every Chri- 
8 7 ſtian, and the conſtant Application of 
Mind to make ſuch an Exit, as that 
he may appeal to God, in finiſhin bs 
his Coufſe, that he has 47. the Faith. 


4 


vr. T hat the Conſideration of a Futtith 
- ©! State of everlaſting Happineſs, which 
the Chriſtian Oeconomy more clear! 


[ Feed as our Reward, than any 


f OE other Inſtitution Whatſdever, ſhoul 
Pte fupport our Minds both living and 
Ma - and of this St. Paul made a 


47 very 
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himſelf, that as he had acted ſin- 
cerely in the Service of his God, 
there was laid up for him a Crown 


of Righteouſneſs. 


Divine Goodneſs, ſo wiſely con- 
triv'd, that theſe Rewards are di- 
ſtributed in a way of Juſtice as 


2 well as Mercy. Chriſt the righteous 


Judg ſball give me a Crown of Righ- 
teouſneſs at that day. 


V. The comfortable and general Ap- 
plication which he makes of this 
Doctrine, not to me only, but to all 
them alſo that love his Appearing, 


I. We are firſt to conſider the Nature 
of a Chriſtian's Life, as it was in the firit 


Ages of Chriſtianity, and which now alſo 


£ 


# 


holds good with reſpect to our ſelves, as 
being under the ſame Diſpenſation; this 
St. Paul expreſſeth in the Words before us, 
' 1 have fought a good Fight, &c. 

It is, I think, without diſpute, that in 
: theſe Expreſſions, the Apoſtle alludes. to 
the Olympick Games, ſo very famous a- 
mong the Grecians, wherein they us'd the 
| Exerciſes of Wreſtling and Running; in 
? B Which, 


IV. Such is the Diſpenſation of che 


4 


on My. Richard Wells. 9 


very juſt and good Application to- 


10 Funeral Sermon 
which, as there was ftriving and conten- 


ding with each other for Victory, ſo there 


were Judges appointed to determine who 
had won the Prize. Thus St. Paul *, I 
have contended in the beſt Cauſe, I have 
fought to the beſt Advantage, knowing 
upon what grounds I have done it; and 
in running my Courſe I have not been 
negligent : therefore I am intitled to the 
Prize. The meaning of which is, that 
as he had been calPd to the Faith of the 
Goſpel, and from the Nature and Clear- 
neſs of the Evidence, was fully convinc'd 
of the Truth thereof; ſo he had not been 
backward to oppoſe all the Enemies of 
Chriſtianity of what kind ſoever; he 
boldly aſſerted the Truth as it is in Jeſas, 
notwithſtanding the Rage and Malice of 
Men againſt it. Thus he tells us, that he 
had fought with be aſts at Epheſus, 1 Cor. 
XV. 32.. that is; he had there contended 
with unreaſonable Men for the Truth of 
the Goſpel. But ſetting aſide theſe ex- 
ternal Enemies, with whom he ingaged, 
there were others of a different kind to 
be ſubdu'd, whom it was not only his 
Lotto contend with, but is alſo the Lot 
ot all good Chriſtians ; and theſe are the 
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on Mr. Richard: Wells. 11 
Paſſions common to Men. Upon which 
account the Life of a Chriſtian is now 
the ſame as in the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 
anity, our own corrupt Appetites being the 
Enemies with which we daily conflict: 
Hence the Apoſtle, We wreſtle not againſt 
Fleſh and Blood, i. e. not againſt Fleſh 
and Blood only, bat againſt Principalities, 
and Powers, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places, Eph. vi. 12. Theſe the Devil makes 
uſe of to accompliſh his Deligns, and ſug- 
geits his Blaſphemies : Againſt theſe then 
we ought to fight. 
And -perhaps it is the hardeſt part 
of a Chriſtian's Life to be throughly ac- 
quainted with himſelf, and able to re- 
concile all the Powers and Faculties of 
his Mind to what the Goſpel recom- 
mends; to get the Victory over his Will 
and ſinful Inclinations, and inſtead of vi- 
cious to acquire- vertuous Habits. 
In order to this there muſt be the great- 
eſt Diligence and Watchfulnels, leit we 
ſhould at any time be ſurpriz'd and over- 
come by our Enemies. 
Upon the whole then, we may collect, 
that a Chriſtian's Life in this World is 
properly compar'd to a Warfare; and 
therefore be Weapons of our Warfare are 


| faid not to be carnal but ſpiritual, which 


St. Paul gives us an account of under the 
B 2 Meta- 


12 4 Funeral Sermon 
Metaphorical Terms of having our Loins 


irt about with Truth, putting on the Breaſt- 

plate of Righteouſneſs, and having our Feet ſbod 
with the Preparation of the Goſpel, and above 
all the Shield of Faith, wherewith we ſhall be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked, 
which, together with the Sword of the Spi- 
rit, —— is the Word of God, com- 
pleat the Armour of a Chriſtian, Eph. vi. 
13, 14, 15, Oc. 

Now (as I hinted before) the moſt 
potent Enemies we have to overcome, are 
thoſe of our Houſhold : and we may fay 
that we have in ſome good meaſure got 
the Victory, When we take no ——ç 
in the ways of Sin, but our Delight is 
in the Law of the Lord our God; 
when we take pleaſure in Holineſs, then 
we may ſay (through the Divine Aſſiſ- 
tance) we have fought a good Fight. And 
thus you ſee in the firſt place, what the 
Nature of a Chriitian's Life is. 


II. I obſerve Secondly, the particular 


Care and Circumſpection which ſhould 


attend every Chriſtian, and the conſtant 
Application of Mind to make ſuch an 
Exit, that in finiſhing his Courſe he may 
appeal to God in the Words of the A- 
poltle, 1 have kept the Faith. 


We 
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on Mr. Richard Wells. 13 
We have a certain Courſe to finiſh, 
which the Divine Being determines for 
us: Ie is appointed for all men once to die, 
But tho this be fo evident a Truth, yet 
it makes but weak Impreſſions on the 
Minds of Men in general. If we nar-. 
rowly regard the Conduct of the great- 
eſt part of Mankind, what they do du- 
ring the whole Courſe of their Lives, we 


| ſhall find them following and repeating 


the ſame kinds of Vanity, which their 
Age, Sex and Circumſtances in the World 
prompt 'em to; and this for the moſt 


part witliout conſidering, that their Courſe 


muſt be finiſh'd in a little time; The i 


1 ſore diſeaſe, But when Chriſtianity takes 
poſſeſſion of the Mind effectually, ſuch 
a Perſon will then conſider, that let his 


| Courſe be longer or ſhorter, according 


as it pleaſes God, he has ſomething to 
do for God in the World: He was not 
created, and now converted to the Faith 


of the Goſpel, that he might remain 


uſeleſs and unprofitable in this Life, 


only to ſerve himſelf. Now it will be 


his buſineſs to work whilſt it is called 
to day, to make the beſt Improvement 
of his time, in doing what good he can 


in the Station wherein Providence has ſer 


him, endeavouring to bring Glory and 


Honour to his Blefſed Redeemer. 


Such 


14 4 Funeral Sermon 
Such Perſons reſolve by the Grace of God 
togoon in a ſteady Courſe of Vertue and 
Religion, eſteeming it their Duty to keep 
a Conſcience void of Offence, both to God and 
Man. "Theſe when they come to die, can 
appeal to God, when expiring and finiſh- 
ing their Courſe, can ſay, Lord thou know- 
eſt we have endeavoured. to keep the Faith. 


By the Faith, we are to underſtand that 


Revelation which God has made of his 
Will in the Holy Scriptures, which he 
has confirm'd to us by a Cloud of Wit- 
neſſes, ſo that there remains not the leaſt 

round to. doubt the Divine Authority 
thereof, The Teſtimony which he has 
therefore given us of his Son, he requires 
us to believe, and to take Jeſus for our 
Law-giver and Saviour. 

Now when St. Paul ſays, I have kept the 
Faith, the Meaning is either, | 

1. As an Apoſtle, to whom it was in 
an extraordinary manner committed; that 
ſo far as he had been intruſted with it, 
he kept true and faithful to his Charge, 
he ſtood ſtedfaſt to the laſt in the Belief 
of Truth, tho he met with abundance 
of oppoſition (as I hinted before) both 
from Men and Devils; all - theſe things 
did not {ſhock him, he continued not- 
withſtanding ſtedfaſt, rooted and groun- 
ded in Chritt : The fame Evidences which 
$ at 
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on Mr. Richard Wells. 15 
at firſt perſuaded him of the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, were ſtill of e- 
qual Force upon his Mind; ſo that he 
could appeal to God upon this account, 
when he was juſt ready to be offer'd up, 
that he had kept the, Faith. 

Or Secondly, by keeping the Faith, we 
may underſtand a walking agreeably and 
conformably to the Rules and Precepts 
of the Chriſtian Inſtitution. Thus our 
Saviour tells us, that they are bleſſed who 


hear the Word of God and keep it, Luke 


Viil. 15. 7. e. they are bleſſed who do as 
the Word of God directs *em. Moreover 
our Lord tells his Diſciples, that it would 
thence appear they were ſo, if they kept 
his Commandments. 

And thus to keep the Faith as becomes 
a Chriltian, to walk according to the 
Precepts of that Inſtitution we profeſs 
to believe, is abſolutely neceſſary, it when 
we come to make our Exit, we would 
be able to appeal to God, every one for 


our ſelves, and ſay, Lord, I have kept the 
Faith. 


III. I proceed now to the Third Thing 
under Conſideration; namely, that the 
future State of everlaſting Happineſs, 
which the Chriſtian Oeconomy more clear- 
ly propoſeth as our Reward, than any 


other 


16 A Funeral Sermon 
other Inſtitution whatſoever, ſhould ſup- 
port our Minds when under the greateſt 
Difficulties, both living and dying: and 
therefore the Apoſtle concluded very juſt- 
Iy, and with good Reaſon, that havin 
acted uprightly in the Service of his God, 
there was laid up for him a Crown of 
Righteouſneſs. | h 
*T1s, no doubt, a great Advantage to 
our Minds in this World under AMi- 
Etion, to conſider, that our Lord has made 
ſuch ample Proviſion for us in the next; _ 
and it cannot but be a particular Satiſ- 
faction to an afflicted Soul to know, that 
there will be an end put to all thoſe 
dark and melancholy . Scenes which at- 
tend a Chriſtian's Lite. Tho 4 may 
indure 2 a Night, yet Joy cometh in the 
Morniig: And moreover, that the greater 
the Afflictions have been here, the Re- 
wards will be 1n proportion hereafter. 
This cannot but be a great ſtay to our 
Minds when in the depth of Sorrow, to 
conſider, that there is. « Crown of Righte- 
ouſneſs laid up for us. 8 
We read frequently in- the Scriptures, 
that the People of God are Kings ; thus 
Chriſt is ſaid to have made us Kings unto 
our God, Rev. i. 6. And St. Paul in my 
Text ſpeaks of a Crown of Righteouſneſs ; 
by which is intimated to us, 1/. The 
Nature 
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of "WF Richard Wells. 7 


Nature of that future State, Aud glori. 
cus World” as yet to us unknown, that 


We ſhafl then be above the reach of our 


— dee he 


troubling, and there the weary 


he 


Enemies, free from Sin, and conſequent- 


; Iy in a State of Indolence, or in perfect 
> Ea 


ſe: for there the wicked ſball ceaſe from 
| ſhall be at 
reſt; all Tears ſhall be wiped from our Eyes, 


4d Sorrow and Sighing ſhall flee away. 


2. That as the Delight of a good 
Chriſtian is in Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo herein the very Perfection of his 
Happineſs conſiſts: In the future State 

ſat be crown'd with it, being of 
the greateſt Value and Importance : f 


ſed are they that hunger and thirſt after Righ- 


teouſmeſs ; for they ſball be fil'd, Matth. v. 6. 


This muſt needs yield inexpreſſible Joy, 
When UNO the ſtricteſt Examination of 
$ 


= our Sou 


we can find no Guilt to charge 


our ſelves with. And what, I beſeech 
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you, makes Heaven ſo delightful, but the 
Conformity of our Minds to the moral 
Per fections of the e ? In a word, 
the Meaning of all theſe Expreſſions, of 


Kings, and being crown'd, is, to ſhew 
us the Dignity of a future State, and 
that perfect Happineſs which will attend 
the People of God. Whatſoever Notions 
We can form to our ſelves of the Great- 
neſs of Earthly Princes, the Splendor and 

| | C Mag- 
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Magnificence of their Courts, the Afflu- 
ence of every thing which may be anß 
way ſuppos'd to contribute either to the 
Greatneſs, or Comfort of Life; let us raiſe | 


our Thoughts and heighten our Imagi- 


nations, in forming to our ſelves all the 
agreeable Ideas we can of theſe things, 
et they will all be infinitely out done 
in Glory, Magnificence and Majeſty, and 
whatſoever can render a Creature ſub- 


ſtantially happy. 
And, to conclude this Head, we may 


hence infer, that thoſe who hate Reli- 

gion in this World, and die in ſuch Sen- 

timents, will never love it in the World 

to come; and conſequently 'tis impoſſi- 

ble, in the nature of the thing, ſuch * 

ſhould be happy. It is being crown'd 
ul 


with Righteouſneſs, which muſt give the 
Mind that Satisfaction, and rational Plea- 
ſure which cannot be expreſsd ; ſuch 
then whoſe Minds are not thus prepar'd 
by keeping the Faith, will never finiſh 
their Courſe with Joy, or obtain a 
Crown of Righteouſneſs hereafter : It can 
no way fit *em, becauſe their Souls are 
not reconciPd to the ways of God and 
Holineſs. 

As theſe Proſpects ſhould ſupport the 
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godly under all their Afflictions and Tri- 


als; ſo we ſhould all be diligent in exa- 


mining 
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mining our ſelves whether e are really 
in love with Goodnels. © 


IV. Such is the Diſpenſation of the 
Divine Goodneſs, ſo wiſely contriv'd is our 
Salvation, that theſe Rewards are diſtri- 
buted in a way of Juſtice as well as Mer- 
CY : There is laid up for me a Crown of Righ- 
reouſneſs, which Chriſt the righteous Juag ſhall 


| give me at that day, that 1s, the Day of 


Judgment ; ftill alluding to the Ohmpic 


Games, where there were Judges appoin- 
ted of the Performances, who had won 
the Prize, and to whom it ought to 
be given, according to the Rules of 


Juſtice. 
I think *tis eaſy to account for the Juſ- 


: tice and Mercy of the Diſpenſation : Tho 
both are exercis'd towards the ſame Per- 
© ſon, yet there is not the leaſt Contradic- 
tion; for only conſider, that our Sins are 
pardon'd upon the account of the Merits 
and Expiation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that whoſoever believes on him and 
repents, is pronounc'd acquitted in a 
: way of Juſtice, or according to Law, be- 


cauſe our Saviour has paid a valuable 


! Conſideration for us. And yet in this 
there appears the greateſt Grace and Good- 
; neſs, he voluntarily taking our place, of- 
z tering himſelf an Offering of ſweet ſmel- 
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ling ae Gott, or: us: Hence we. 
may conclude with the Apoſtle, that 
Grace now reigns through Righteouſneſs unto 
eternal Life by Jeſas Chriſt our Lord, Rom. 
V. 21. Upon this account it is, further, 
that we have receiv'd great and preci- 
dous Promiſes; as that he will be our God, 
and ſave us from the Wrath to come, 
give us a Crown of Life and Immor- 
rality. Thus, as he is the righteous 
Judg of Heaven and Earth, he will be 
faithful to his Word. and Promiſe, yea 
demonſtrate before all his Creatures, that 
he is juſt and righteous, both in reward- 
ing and puniſhing, their own Conſciences 
being Judges, and that with him there 
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Thus will our Saviour ſay at that Day, 
when he comes to judg the quick and 
the dead, and thus will he treat his 
Saints : For you my Servants who have 
been faithful to your Truſt, and di- 
charg'd your Duties to the beſt of your 
Knowledg and Power, as a Reward of 
your good Services I have prepar'd Places 
for you; Enter into the Joy of your Lord, 
Behold, I give you 4 Crown of Righteouſ- | 
neſs, which none can take from you. 


V. This brings me to the fifth and 
laſt Thing propos'd, namely, thatj com- 
fortable 1 
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fortable and general Application 'St. Paul 
makes of this Doctrine: Nat ta me only, 
blut unto all Hee alſo that lav b his * 
pes ing. 

If the leaſt * dons — ſuch as 

ving a Cup of cold Water to one of 
2 Diſciples, ſhall not eſcape his No- 
tice, but will be: rewarded ; and thoſe 
who have in the ſmalleſt Inftances ſhewn 
their Love to Jeſus, {hall be .crown'd 
with Righteouſneſs; much more thoſe 
who have contended with the , greateſt 
Enemies of his holy Word, and ave ſuf- 
fer'd upon this account. 

In ſhort, all ſuch who have hee Souls 
made like unto that of Jefus, are con- 
form'd to God, and are in love with 
Goodneſs; theſe are the Perſons whom 
our Saviour will dignify and diſtinguiſh 
at the great Day of Judgment. What 
an Advantage then is it to be truly re- 


ligious, to be devoted to God, 4 peculiar 


People zealous of good'Works ? Such love the 
Lord their God, and conſequently the 
Ane of our Lord Torn Chriſt. 


Thus have I attempted briefly to ex- 


plain theſe Words; it remains now that 


, 1 apply what I have faid to our preſent 


Circumſtances, and the very melancholy 
ee of this Diſcourſe. 


1. We 
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1. We may hence collect, that the great- 
eſt, wiſeſt, and beſt of Men, muſt neceſ- 
farily finiſh their Courſe in this World: 
this is not our abiding Place, We have 
here no continuing City; and therefore we 
muſt in a- little time enter upon that 
State, with which (as' I hinted before) 
we are as yet in a great meaſure unac- 
This daily Experience gives us full 
Proof of, particularly in the Inſtance of 
our deceagd Friend, whoſe Remains are 
now before us. | . 

I had not the Happineſs to be long 
acquainted with him; but all acknowledg, 
that he was a Perſon who approv'd him- 
felf, throughout the whole of his Con- 
duct, to be an Iſraelite indeed, of whom 
it may be truly faid, that he has fought 
4 good Fight. His Character in that Sta- 
tion of Life wherein Providence had 
plac'd him, was very bright and ex- 
emplary; take him in every Relation 
and Scene of Life, there appear'd a cer- 
tain Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition, and a pru- 
dent inoffenſive Management: He was 
the beſt of Husbands, and the tender- 
eſt of Fathers: As a Maſter, he was 
compaſſionate and conſiderate, not ex- 
acting upon his Servants, treating em 
| always 


* . I 1 e 
* 2 N p *. 1 82 4 * g _ 3 4 i 
. „ . "3 aw, © < ifs 4 FM 1 Y 
_ . 4 * — K f — 8 « 
jt N as ge; 2 — ] , F 7 * a * 
2 < , p . 
. OR * Fi 3 


N a ys PR | 
* * 2 22 — cn mt. 2 " — # - * TS. 
1 7 4 «A 4 " — 3 - » i - . 
95 2 EP, e +, th . 5 
Fo 0 _ 1 1 8 N TI 
> SA : | 
* 9 


pr 
bl 
; 
: 
4 
«x 
6 
* 
1 
# 
4 . 
* 
£ : 


on. Mr. Richard Wells. 232 


always as rational Creatures: In his 


Commerce in the World, he was exactly 
Tat : In the Service and Worſhip of 


his God, diligent and ſincere; truly cha- 


ritable and generous in relieving the 


Poor; and in ſupporting the Cauſe and 
Intereſt of Religion he took particular 
Pleaſure: In ſhort, he was ready to do 
every good Work, and yet careful to do 
Juſtice to his Family. | | 

I had not indeed Opportunity to con- 
verſe with him in his laſt Sickneſs, after 
his Diſtemper appear'd dangerous; and 


truly, ſuch was the violence of it, that 


he was not capable of much Converſa- 
tion: However, he had not his Work to 
do, he was prepar'd to meet Death, and 
to triumph over it in the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Oh Death, where is thy Sting? Oh 


Grave, where is thy Victory? The Sum of 


all then is, that we have all ſuſtain'd a 
very great Loſs, which calls for ſerious 
Refledkion : The Widow has loſt a lov- 
ing Husband; the Children, an indul- 
ent Father; his Intimates, a true and 
incere Friend; the Church has loſt a 
uſeful Member, and our Country a good 


Patriot. He is gone, his Courſe is finiſh'd, 
he has kepr the Faith, and is taken away both 


from a miſerable and ungrateful World, 
to enjoy that Crown of Righteouſneſs, n 25 
| Chri 
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the ighjvons” vg will give ant 
e White * 
therefore 72 we to ma 6 of ſuch an 
Providence 1 | 
And give me Leave Gin the firſt 


place) to 205 my ſelf in a fe words 


to his Rell. © 


Ir may be, you are faying as Nam 


did, Ruth i. 20. Call ye no. more Naomi, 


but Mara : for the Almighty has dealt very 


Gitterly with me, Your preſent Affliction 


muſt needs be very great, the Burden 
very heavy and hard to be born; to 


have the ee t of your Eyes and Com- 


fort of your ohe with whom you 
mutually ſhar'd, not only the Afflictions, 
but rhe proſperous Smiles of Providence ; 

to have not only a Husband but a Friend, 


at once and ſo ſuddenly remov'd, ſeems 
inſupportable. 


is indeed much eaſier to give than 
to take Advice in the like Caſe. But 


however, conſider it is the Lord's doing, 
And remember what the Pſalmiſt fays, 


Pſal. xxxix. 9. I was dumb and open'd not 
my Mouth, becuuſe thon didſt it. God is 
juſt and Tighteous in afflicting, and yet 
with him is Mercy enough ro make up 


1 reateſt Loſs you can ſuſtain in this 


World. Thus he is aid to be the Juag of | 
the Widow, and a Father to the fatherleſs. 
Con- 
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Conſider further, that God has a juſter 


Claim to any of his Creatures, than the 


nigheſt Relation to em can give us: He 
does us no Injuſtice when he takes a- 
. our Relations or Friends. Conſider 
laſtly, that you have not the leaſt Rea- 


ſon to mourn, as thoſe without hope of 
7 4 glorious Reſurrection; and tho it be 
your Lofs for the preſent, yet it is his 
Gain. This ought to moderate your 
Grief, and give you Patience under the 
mighty Hand of God, and enable you 
to ſay, Not my Will, but thine be done, O 
> Lord. The Lord gives and the Lord takes. . 
3 away, and bleſſed be the Name of the Lord. 
2 Caſt your Care therefore upon him, for he ca- 
7 revh for jou. 8 * 


2. And to you his Children, let me 


alſo addreſs my ſelf in a few words. 
Conſider that God has taken from you 
a Father, who us'd to pray for you 
and adviſe you, of whoſe tender Aﬀe- 


tions I need not put you in mind; re- 


flect upon his paſt Advice and Counſel 


to you, and tread in his Steps ; be du- 


2 tiful to the living half of your deceas'd 
Father, your dear Mother; comfort her 
in her Diſtreſs and Widowhood, and en- 
deavour, as far as in you lieth, to make 


up the Loſs ſhe has ſuſtain'd ; this will 
570k D be 
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imitate it ; and Fi e 1 0 de Na 
your Buſineſß, 2 ten Whi e 
Peage and dat en »Y 14. e | 
therefore, -t bat. your Minds cul. 
tivaterl , by the Fear, of the Lord Bec 
to improve the + oe e — : 
only for your temporal but ene My 1 
vantage. . 

3. la che next place : Tick c a 1 


were his intimate Friends, Jar, ftain'd 
a. very great Loſs, one W1 By We hom you 
? 


could take week, Couaſel, and whoſe Ad- 
vice was prudent. * Such Diſappointments 
are hard 0 by boys.) 1 God has 
thus ſeverely chaffis cd us, ought to, make 
us mourn, and lay things to hearts. that 
it may not be; 61d, of ys, as ra God com- 
plains of his People of Old: Thei.righ-,. | 
teous (periſheth, and na man yp it to eat,; 
and meratful men are taken ama, none . 
ſider jug that the vi 4h is 93 i A 
euil to come, Iſa. Iii. 1. So id ane 
ignorant were they, 45 not to © ſenſi- 
ble, that when tlie loſt the rig irc, | 
they loſt fo much of their, Strength; 
Fol by Right eomſneſs 4 Nation, 45 SW, 1 
buy Sin is 4 pre 10 any Prop "Ther re. 
0 1 Or e 4 
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7 fore leto us hitnble our ſaves before God, 


and wakes religious Improvement” of this 
4 1 Sauen yy roma 1 Py | 
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* Ons Morey A , ſinoe we wid al PR 
V 7 and be as ter fps upon the ground, 12 
I 2 carer" bi gabel again; ſinee our Courſe 
45 * muſt be finiſh'd in a little, a very little 
time, -N is it that both "tre 
＋ and old ſhould man e Preparation hg 
Hour? 

Let thoſe of us who are youhg, at 


in the bloom of our Days, conſider w_ 
d it is we are aiming at, and graſping 

u ter; and whether we believe in our * 
I-, ſciences, ſuch things will ſtand us in ſtead, 


2 when Diſtempers come upon us, or whe 
e muſt contend with Death. And ſup- 
ce bos we ſhould live to old Age, which 


— very uncertain, then we may be ſure 
al the ers of Muſick will be ſi- 

5 . and their Voice ſhall be , no 
more: Then ſhall the ſmaleſt thing be 4 

4 burden, even ſuch 'as the Graf e, then 
len go 10 their long home, and the mourners 


0 about the footer; whenever the filver Cord 
1s loo d, of the golden Bowl broken, then the 
„ © Duff returns to the Earth, aud the Spirit to 
7 SGod who gave it, Eccl. xit. 

> I Let us therefore who are 2 in- 
— dead of putting far from us the evil 
2 D 2 Day, 
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Day, conſider ho formidable the King 
of Terrors is, when Nature ſhrinks and 
is conſum'd, and all her Gaity extin- 
guiſh'd, ſo as to give us the moſt lively 
Ideas of Horrour. Where there was once 

Proportion and Symmetry, then noth 
appears but a rude heap and — 

rubbiſh.- opts 4: Welt eg ch 
Whatſoever we have taken. pleaſure in 
here below, will then be as tho it had 
never been; inſtead of Beauty and Spright- ' 
lineſs, now Paleneſs and Inactivity. We 
ſhall then be diſabled from hearing the 
ſoft Charms of Muſick, with which (it 
may be) we delighted our ſelves; no 
more can we imploy our ſelves in what 
we thought diverting. Let us then be 
wiſe, and not give our ſelves to Vanit7 
and Folly. As we have opportunity of 
embracing the beſt and moſt glorious 
Religion that ever was inſtituted, I mean 
the Faith of the Goſpel; ſo let us loſe 
no time, but dedicate our ſelves to God, 
and reſolve, by his Grace, to ſerve 
him with Reverence and godly. Fear, and 
to keep the Faith. This will certainly yield 
us Peace and Pleafure of Mind for ever; 
whereas in the ways of Sin, we meet 
with nothing but Diſtraction and Diſap-, | 
pointments, when by Religion we- ſhall | 
be prepar'd for 4 Crown of W 
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Let us not then fondl ſuppoſe that ĩt 

is time enough for us 5 become ſober 
and religious, and repent of our Follies: 
How knomeſt tbou, O Man, bar \ that this 
Night thy Soul may be required of thes ? And 
therefore vm di the. accepted time] now js The 
Day 5:of ' Salvatidn' © Io day if 7 you will hear 
his woite, harden unt your hearts,. Roe. 
Again: Let thoſe of you- who are old 
conſider, That according to the Courſe 
of Nature you cannot expect to live 
long, but muſt on give an account 
of your Steward ips to the great God; 
and therefore ſuch ought to be watcli- 
ful, leſt they ſhould be ſurpriz d, and al- 
ways prepar'd for a future State. 

. Moreover, let others, who. probably are 
in the middle of their Days, conſider and 
be careful, left the World, and the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Riches, prevent the Word of 
God from having its due effect upon their 
Souls. There is certainly a future State; 
and mat will it profit. 4 Mas if he gain tl whole 
wakld,. and loſt lt own Saul ? Set not your 
Hearts then upon any thing in this World 
left you be diſappointed; but place your 
Happineſs: at: God's right Hand; and in 
the midſt of worldly Proſperity be wiſe, 
and conſider your latter end. : 
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Top conelude: What, a, happ y -'thing 
will it be at daſt for cus ll — able 
to ſay, We lere fought! 4 good Fight, and 
lert the. Faitb? What a pleaſant Refies 
ion will it be upon a dying bed, wheh 
we can each of us with: Joy review our 
paſt Conduct, and thus addres our ſelves 
to God;-Lord, it has been my Endeavour 
to lerp the Faith? This he accepts, and par- 
dons our Infirmities; and hehte we 
conclude, there zs 4 up for us à Croun 
of : Righteoaſweſs, of Life and Immortality. 
Then ſhall we bid farrwel to all ou? 
Troubles and Afflictions, and welcome 
evetlaſting Joy and ſolid Happineſs ; then 
ſhall we fing the Praiſes of God through 
out eternal Ages, without ceaſing or- in- 
terruption. This is the Advantage of 
keeping the Faith, and this is the Re: 
ward of the Godly. May we all rhus 
run, and 7 4 aur Courſe, 2 may we live 
our Minds truly. ſeafon'd: with Religion; 
and may we be enabled certainly to con- 
325 
or «us 4 Crom 4: W 

94 God of his ates Mey rant to evi 
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Amen. 
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